Potato/Tomato – Late blight, early blight, white mold.
Is the crop suitable for RMA crop insurance? 

Don’t know for sure - I was unable to find the list on the web site to confirm.

How would you collect information. I assume geographic area?
Late blight, early blight and white mold are problems on potatoes in WA, OR and CA and late blight is a problem on tomatoes in CA.
What models are ready to use now? What geography would they cover.

The Columbia Basin Late Blight Forecasting Models for late blight published in Plant Dis. 82:642-645. Winstel is on IPPC for use in CA.
Crop phonological stage (growth stage) for potato white mold as published in Plant Dis. 90:755-758.
Gent/Schwartz model for early blight as published in Plant Dis. 87:78-84. This model has not been validated in Washington/Oregon, but worked well in Colorado and should be useful elsewhere. 

Geographic area for the above would be the Columbia Basin of Washington and Oregon.
Late blight in in California could be covered by using Winstel. 

How would the outputs be accessed ?
Out puts would be accessed through AgWeatherNet (WSU) web site by  growers, consultants, and Extension specialists. Summaries of out put would also be put on http://classes.plantpath.wsu.edu/dajohn under current recommendations, and toll free telephone lines currently used in WA and OR. 
Who could write crop status updates …?
D.A. Johnson and P.B Hamm for WA and OR. We would need to make a contact for CA
Who is the audience …?

Potato growers, consultant, field-persons, and potato industry in the Columbia Basin of WA and OR. Tomato and potato growers in CA. Yes, they are underserved (really an open question).

How would we work with each state’s …?

Johnson and Hamm would gladly accept the groups input and help. Total collaboration and cooperation in WA and OR. Not sure about CA – Carla and Doug can advise on CA.

Document usefulness?

A written survey will be given to growers, consultants and field-persons and the annual potato conventions in OR and WA. Key question will be asked to determined utilization and usefulness. Fields will also be surveyed during the season to assess levels of foliar diseases and visit with growers on adaptation of the forecasting system. 

This needs to be determined for CA after cooperators are identified. 
Continuation of the program?

AgWeatherNet is expected to continue into the future. Also the potato commissions of WA would continue the program once it is fully set up. 

What components need funding…? And what needs to be done?
Funding for a technician or Post-doc to 1.) incorporate late blight and early blight models into AgWeatherNet , 2.) expand Johnson’s web site, 3.) tie recommendations and risk levels with model output 4.) incorporate mapping program on web site to show daily spread of late blight during epidemics from call in coordinates or road and highway information (Use Len Coop’s program), and 5.) conduct assessment of the program.
Funding would be needed for travel to monitor disease levels in fields and to communicate and work with audience. 

Close collaboration would be required with Gary Grove’s program in utilizing AgWeather Net. Some funding to maintain weather stations may be needed.
Funding to pay for rainy day forecasts from Fox Weather.

Additional expenses to conduct the program in CA

Link with NPDN 
Depends on what NPDN wants. First occurrence in each state could be reported to NPDN. We would be flexible. 
