Hi everyone,


I also will be on the conference call tomorrow (4 pm Central Zone time).

I hope this message is also not too late for inclusion under hybrid seed corn and sweet corn production.  We have a revised model to predict the seasonal, site and county-level risks for Stewart’s disease of corn in the mid-West Corn Belt based upon predicting the winter survival of the pathogen (bacterium) within the corn flea beetle vector.  

· Is the crop suitable for RMA crop insurance?  Yes 

· How would you collect information on where it is found and where it is not?  Approximately 1,300 seed corn field inspection/year, and USDA NASS data could also be obtained. 

· What models are ready to use now?  Winter temp/prior occurrence model.   What geography would they cover?  Corn Bet 

· How would the outputs be accessed?   Website   Model outputs accessed by growers or by specialists that interpret the models?  BOTH Who's website will be used? Our published model (see PDF attachment) will be used and we are looking for funding and partnerships to develop a website.
· Who could write crop status updates for growers to access to make spray decisions?  Forrest Nutter 

· Who is the audience, are they underserved? Seed corn companies and farmer’s contracted by seed corn companies to produce hyprid see free of Stewart’s disease (wilt).
· How would we work with each state's existing IPM programs and thier websites without competing for audience? We are currently seeking funds to develop web-based delivery, so this is a good match for us. 

· How do we document usefulness?   Impact on the target audience in modifying practices such as planting site, use or non-use of pesticides, and planting date. 

· Are there commodity or other groups that are willing to continue the program after it is established?  Yes, a Consortium of seed corn companies has funded this project in the past and would likely support the website after it is developed. 

· Describe what the system would look like and what components need funding compared to those that already have existing funding.   Website design and incorporation of graphical user interface that maps risk spatially for all the Midwest cornbelt states (IA, IL, MN, IN, WI, MS).
· What would be the link with NPDN?  The permanent website(s) with annual warning Stewart’s disease system updates could be linked directly to NPDN, as well as actual prevalence maps.
Best regards,

Forrest W. Nutter, Jr.

