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True Blue

Legendary writer Townes Van Zandt lives to play music

Dy Jim Pattarson

enn.

rank but slowly functioning,
Van Zandt sits nearby
used to be his home, gui-

ah w0 [l play you s

low blues,” the gaunt, legendary

Texna iter announces. He is

51 yeary old but looks older and

fraller thanks to years of hard kv
and aleahol

oy

Mashes a little
to0 close, and the
neasion retreats inside
the woodsy home in this non-
descript town near Nashville.

he doesn't live here any-

house is soaked with Van
Zandl's presence. Besides, ruyalties
from such classics as “Pancho &
Lefty” and *If | Needed You™
helped buy the place.

On one wall in the living room
hangs the painting “Snake Eyes”
by artist Jett Whitt, used for the
cover of his latest album “No Deep-
er Blue.” A stockpile of Van Zand's
CDs is kept in & back room.

‘The home is fumiliar territory, but
now he's a visitor. Van
been divorged from his third wife,
Jeanens, for three years but is still

somewhat dependent on her. This
day, she trimmeod his hair to get him
ready Lo pose for & phota, and put
uun ad of nachos and other

"F‘T"
Zandt, his worn jeans and
shirt as offhanded as his address,
dmmh from the food. The raging
vutside was appro-
pn.m given the melancholy tem-
perament of &

guy who titled an

album “The Late Great Townes Van

Zandt” whan he was 20 yours ok old
Still, he wears & sincere, broad

smile this day md mmﬂm

enough energy

with hhd\u.bdm\ W\II‘ ls. md 4-ywnr-

old Katie Belle. He has another

Erown son, John Townes I, from &

wholives in Texs

Van Zandt says he's more a crea-

ture of the road than any particular

address. When he's nat on tour he

sometimes takes long drives early

in the morning for the sake of the

movement
“No Doqler Illuw. waa recorded
Pnunp

o pbhbuu soul.” And the
“No quur%mnuucnfm not to
the dej

s the blus, Of your Lw(Muem
It's o tribute to the happiness his

something of & mnmy
even to Van Zandt himself

His musical hero ia the late
Texas bluesman Lightnin’ Hopkins,
But he also I‘ull un affinity with
enrthier popular uun., including

B

d\e time he started releas-
ing nlhum- in 1968, he stood out
even from his peers in Houston
who were not exactly slouches —
Mickey Newberry, Guy Clark,
Jerry Jeff Walker among them. His
in & dedieated cult audience, with
an occasional hit from a recording
by Emmylou Harris or Willie Nel-
son
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