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ith the opening lines

#My mother died of

asbestos/My father’s

name was Estes” on

the album-opening

“Up! Up! Up!" from the live

“Shootin' Straight"—Dan Hicks'

first new album in 16 years—

the Bay Area hipster immedi-

ately serves notice that he

hasn't lost any of his wickedly

sardonic humor in the interim.

Hicks and his Acoustic War-

riors quartet will perform their

special brand of “folk-swing”
Saturday at Schubas.

Hicks, whose Hot Licks group

Concert line
Dan Kening

recorded a series of cult classics
in the '70s, may have taken an
extended break from recording,
but he's hardly been idle. A star
in his homebase of San Francis-
co, Hicks has regularly played
Chicago in recent years, most
often at At the Tracks.

“Shootin" Straight” was re-
corded live at McCabe's Guitar
Shop in Santa Monica, Calif.,
and released on Private Music’s
new On the Spot subsidiary.
The 14 tunes feature some fine
singing from Hicks and dazzling
instrumental work from his
band, but it's the songs that
stay with you. Hicks’ droll
humor is evident on songs like
the aforementioned “Up! Up!
Up!,” the UFO fantasy “Hell, I'd
Go!,” and “13D,” in which he
brags about his girl, “She’s a
pork chop dinner with a big
baked potato and a side of
peas.” It's not all yuks, though,
as “Bottoms Up!" and “Level
With Me Laurie” are poignant
character studies.

Hicks says the long layoff
from recording was not by de-
sign, but after being dropped by
Warner Bros. Records he found
most major labels couldn't fig-
ure out how to market his ad-
mittedly idiosyncratic music.
But regardless of how “Shootin’
Straight” fares commercially,
Hicks admits the album’s re-
lease has been a shot in the arm
for him.
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Paul Kelly writes perceptively about love and the human spirit.

“After all the years of people
coming up to me at shows and
asking me if I was still record-
ing, it feels so good to say that I
am again,” said Hicks by phone
from his Marin County home.
“Hopefully, this album is a
springboard to get me going

I've got lots of songs and
ideas left for other records. The
way I figure it is, hell, I'm
back.”

Hicks' musical career
stretches back to his folk days
in the "50s and a stint with the

i ring '60s San Fr
rock group the Charlatans. But
it wasn't until he formed the
jazzy Hot Licks in the late '60s
that he discovered his musical
voice. Then and now, Hicks'
music incorporates the propul-
sive swing of disparate artists

like gypsy jazz guitarist Django
Rheinhardt and Bob Wills and
the Texas Playboys as filtered
through the eyes of a Beat Gen-
eration poet.

“If someone asks me what
kind of music I'm doing these
days, I say that it's got the same
flavor as what I did with the
Hot Licks,” said Hicks. “I still
play guitar and have a particu-
lar rhythmic style and pretty
much use the same acoustic
stringed instruments | always
have. My favorite music has al-
ways been jazz, so [ try to keep
that core in my music and
make it swing.”

Hicks says he’ll mix in Hot
Licks-era favorites like “I Scare
Myself” and “How Can | Miss
You (When You Won't Go
Away)” with new material at

1. Here Comes the Hotstepper
im Kamoze

Music charts

2. On Bended Knee—Boyz | Men
Real McCoy

6. 'l Make Love to You
—Boyz I Men
7. Secret—Madonna
8. All | Wanna Do—Sheryl Crow
9. | Wanna Be Down—Brandy
10. You Want This—Janet Jackson
11. I'm the One
— Mekssa
12. Before | Let You Go—Blackstreet
13. Tum the Beat Around
—Gioria Estefan

—Crystal Waters
Never Lie —immature
Il Stand By You—Pretenders

Townes Van Zandt's well-wom
voice is a perfect match for the
songs he writes.

his Schubas gig.

“It's been kind of a rocky ca-
reer and I've never quite
achieved the kind of success
that I've wanted,” said Hicks.
“But I still enjoy getting up on
stage. | may be 53, but 'm not
running out of steam.”

Opening for Hicks are San
Diego wiseacres Steve Poltz and
Robert Driscoll, a k a the Rug-
burns, who provide plenty of
chuckles with their mordant
musical wit. On their current
“Morning Wood” album they
take pokes at muscle-bound
jocks, Pearl Jam's Eddie
Vedder, '90s technology, trailer
trash and just about any other
subject that tickles their musi-
cal fancy. But just when you're
about to write them off as hope-
lessly glib, the Rugburns sur-
prise you with something sensi-
tive, like their fond look back at
childhood on “Holliston Street.”

Other concerts of note
Spearhead, Friday at Metro: If you
missed 's opening spot for the
Brand New Heavies here in August. here's 8
golden opportunity 1o check out one of 10-

Man — Joe Diffie
Take Me As | Am—Faith Hill
When Love Finds You— Vince Gil
Untanglin’ My Mind-— Cint Black
The Big OmeGeorge Strat
Mow | Know—Lan Whie
‘When the Thought of You Catches
Up with Me—Davict Ball
If You've Got Love

John Michael Montgomery
Not a Moment Too Soon
—Tim McGraw
10. We Can’t Love Like This
Amymaore — Alabama
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. | Wanna Be Down— Brandy
7. Be Happy—Mary J. Blige
8. | Belong to You-How Many
Ways—Toni Braxton
9. U Will Know—B M.U.
10. H You Love Me—Brownstone

Chicago Tribune Online

BSTRUCTIONS OM PAGE 2. SECTION

W Complete BEDoaT chans. FE31

Copyright © 2017 Newspapers.com. All Rights Reserved. N@st &y

Eem



