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CRITICS 15

flamboyant gay artist devoted to
music and literature. Curzon Mayfair,
Lendon W1 (071-369 1720), Duke of
York's, Brightan (0273 602 503)

Tim Burton's The Ni

Before Christmas (76 mins, PG)

A visually dazzling combination of
puppetry and animation. Although
Burton onfy wrote the original story
angd co-produced, the pleture property
has his name abowve the title because
L is very much the creation of the
imagination that gave us Edward
Seissarhands and Batman. Odeon
West End, Lendon WC2 (071-830
7615) and general release

Dance

Royal Ballot The second Ashton
programme, Ingluding The Dream,
Facade and a triple bill of modem
ballets, minus the adverused Michael

¥iviana Derants and Stuart Casadyin
Thaisat the Eayal bpera Boese oo Friday

Clark work_ witich has yet to be
finished. Tues, Sat. Roys/ Opera
House, London WC2 (071-304 4000}
Thais Viviana Durante and Stwart
Cassidy take on roles originally created
for Antoinette Sibley and Anthony
Dowell. Fri, Royal Opera House,
London WCZ2 (071-304 4000)
Richard Alston Dance Company
Inaugural tour of four new warks, with
Movements from Petrushka much
admired for Darshan Singh Bhuller's
searing performance as Petrushka,/
Nijinsky. Royal Northem College of
Music, Manchester (061-273 4504)
Fast and Dirty 2 Second series

of theatre workshops set up by
Second Stride culminates in four
performances. Wed to Sat,

Curlain Theatre, Toynbee Hall,
London E1 (via Arts Box Office
071-223 352001)
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Pop

M People Unike mes: "aanes ace

been able to deiiver a thumpng ine
set with a full band: one reason why
theyre ficking high with 2 singe and
album giop the chans. Mon, Leisure
Centre Aston Villa {021-328 5377);
Tues. Pyrnouth Pavilion (0752
229922); Thurs. Bnghion Centre
(0273 202881}): Fri. Brixton Acacemy
London SW@ (071-924 9999); Sar,
Forum, London NW5 (071-284 2200)
Massive Attack Three years afier
their first hits, the innovative Bnstol
rap crew play thew first Batish dates
1haugh this is a sound system rather
than a siage act. DJs, rappers
vocalists (including Horace Andy)

rival systems, and the whole shebang
goes on until the small hours. Mon
Haciends, Manchester (061-236
5051); Tves, Leadmili, Sheffield
(0742 754500): Thurs, Arches.
Glasgow (041-221 9736). Fn, UEA,
Norwich (0603 505401); Sat. Ashton
Court, Bngiol (0272 296008
Squeers The Deptiond group stan
their annual "Chrisimas dozen’ shows
- aithough thelr crafled rock Is never
off the road for long, anyway. Wed,
UEA, Norwich { 0603 505401); Thurs,
T&C, Leeds (0532 800100); Fn, Com
Exchange, Cambricge (0223 357851)
Towpes Van Zandt Rare British
show by the elusive Texan singer-song
winer, a cult since he established his
credentials in the Sbaies. Sat, Union
Chapel, London N1 (071-226 1686)

Pop: Neil Spencer; Classical/Opera:
Andrew Porter; Dance: Jann Parry;
Cinema: Philip French; Art: Willlam
Feaver; Video: Jonathan Wilson, Jarr:
Dave Getly; Theatre: Michaet Coveney

Musing what that M Is for, the M People
start thelr woek, Monday In Blrmingham
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