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|deal coun’rry-_f'ollr( voice

lur Meiher the Mouniain (Townes Van Anyvway, Van Zandt is about as “underground™
Zandt, Poppy PYS 400M) as a tall building (though I do not mean fo imply
Jolin Hartford (RCA Viclor LSP-415%) that he is “straight” or “square’ in the worst sense

of those words), and the push can only be seen as an

The Sensational Charley Pride (RCA Vie-
attempt o reach young record buyers.

tor LSP-4153
“Our Mother the Mountain,” a collection of
11 originals by Van Zamdt, was recorded in LA

By DAVID F. WAGNER

L and Nashville (mastered at Bradley's Barn in

q LOW-KEY folk-country singer and au- Nashville) with an ariful and delicate manner
thor, Townes Van Zandt, has been the Tewns's volce has i ook klitle i
recipient of an extensive ad campaign (Poppy s MRTA.SIFON0 I F10 POETCOY. By NSRS
Letrd] . ah £ 7 ? well-placed glottal stops and limited range
distritbated by RCA), directed mainly at the under- bardt il e iy and folk

ground press, {Columbin may withdraw s adver- ;irlllxnm" — idea for fl country  al ol

tising dollars on principles, bul RCA knows the
anly principle is the principal; the buck from the
[ekmious [reak has the same inflaled—dellated ?—
vitlug @s it has from anyone. )

His melodies are well-developed and occasion-
ally borrowed from some readily indentifiable
souhces, The anguished volee is always up [ront
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