





Senate—Pub Board showdown may wind up as compromise

by GARY BREWTON

The continuing controversy
between the SA Senate and the
Pub Board of Control came no
closer to solution at last
Monday’s Senate meeting.
The Pub Board of Control has
come under fire because of the
mechanism it uses to appoint
undergraduate members of the
Board; the Board itself names
its own members. The Senate
has argued, however, that the
mechanism should be changed
to bring it in line with the
standard procedure used to
nominate undergraduates to
standing committees.

Although there seems tobea

general consensus both on the
Pub Board and the Senate that
the procedure should be
changed, there has been sharp
disagreement over what to do
with the two students
nominated by the Pub Board
under the old procedure this
past summer. Pub Board
Chairman Samuel Carrington
(who is also Proctor) has
accused the Senate of using its
refusal to confirm the
nominees as a ‘“‘cudgel” and as
“blackmail” so that the Senate
can force the Pub Board to
amend its procedure.

According to SA External

Hanszen Commons...

(continued from page 1)

tioning will no longer be
financially possible, the new
commonys is designed to be
used without air conditioning,
although it will be installed
and used at present. However,
provisions -for a forced-air
ventilation system are being
planned into the design of the
building, and will be
implemented if the need arises.
Insight from past experience
with the commons situation is
going into the design of the
new commons. The ceiling,
slightly higher than that of the
old commons, will be specially
treated to absorb as much
sound as possible — a distinct
change from the acoustically
“live” RMC Grand Hall
currently being used as the
Hanszen Commons. Also,
studies are being implemented
to see how the best use can be
made of the limited seating
space, through the use of
different seating arrange-
ments and table shapes.
Input from college residents
is continuing to be considered
as the design evolves, and
many student suggestions
have already been incor-
porated into the basic design

Convocation...

(continued from page 1)

Finally, as the school year
started, Bost talked with
Charles Philpott of the
Biology Department and
Ronald Sass, faculty sponsor
of the Student Association.
They urged him to go on with
the idea but to place little
empliasis on how other
schools conducted convoca-
tions: “Sass didn’t want us to
dissipate the energies of the
convocation so he suggested
that we narrow the scope of the
event. The convocations can’t
be all things to all people,”
Bost said.

The Committee of 22 will
draft a proposal on what will
or ought to happen at a
convocation. After that a
subcommittee will meet to
consider the proper strategy
for presenting the idea to the
administration, which will
probably involve receiving the
endorsement of the prestigious
Faculty Council. With luck,
the convocation should occur
sometime next spring.

of the new commons. The first
proposals and perspective
drawings were shown to the
members of the college on
September 18th, and since that
time, Wilson has been
preparing the final plans. Ifall
goes on schedule, according to
the Dessler memo, the new
commons could be finished as
early as June, 1976, although
there is a 2% month cushion,
‘“should something unex-
pected occur.” Until then, the
Hanszen residents will have to

Affairs Vice President Rick
Bost, however, the Senate’s
reluctance to confirm Scott
Hochberg and Martha Garcia
is based on several reasons.
Among them, he said, are the
fact the Pub Board only
considered two candidates (a
third candidate, Calvin Slater,
turned in his application on
time, but apparently a
secretary lost it), the fact that
no qualificauons for the two
nominees were supplied to the
Senate, the fact that the
Senate was asked to confirm
the two several months after
they were chosen by the Pub
Board, and the fact that the
selection process is “unrealis-
tie.”

However, Bost and Internal
Affairs Vice President John
Anderson may have been able
to work out an amicable
solution to the problem since
they met with the Pub Board
Tuesday at noon. At that
meeting, according to
Carrington, the Pub Board
and the Senate officers
reached at least a tentative
understanding that Hochberg
and Garcia would probably be
confirmed if the Pub Board
provided the Senate with a list.
of the two’s credentials.
Carrington also said that he

conformance with the
standard nomination and
selection procedures used for
undergraduates. That means
that a Senate subcommittee
will be the group interviewing
student applicants for next
vear’s Board. The new
mechanism would be similar
to that used to pick students
for the Campus Store Board of
Control.

In other Senate action, Anne
Martin and John Anderson
presented reports on the Texas
Student Association meeting
they attended last weekend.
Both were highly displeased
with the TSA’s workings; they

concluded that the Rice SA
had been very wise to drop its
membership and move down
to observer status as it did last
year.

Jerry Wood was introduced
as the new senator from Sid
Rich College; SRC has been
without a college senator since
its council voted not to elect
one last fall.

The Senate also approved a
list of nominees for University
Standing Committee vacan-
cies; President Hackerman
will now select students for
the open positions from the list
provided by the SA.

Pill linked to heart problems

Oral contraceptives won
this month’s dangerous drug
competition, according to the
Food and Drug Administra-
tion (FDA). The agency said
that women aged 40 to 44 who
take the pill are 5.7 times as
likely to suffer heart attacksas
women who don’t. For women
between 30 and 39 years old,
the risk of heart attacks triples
with use of the pill.

The FDA has warned
doctors, nurses and -other
health professionals of the

% ok k
Cyclamate, the allegedly
cancer-causing sweetener.
may not be so dangerous after
all, according to the Food and
Drug Administration (FDA).

The FDA wants a panel of

scientists to review the 1969
ban on cyclamate because of
growing doubts that it causes
cancer.

But even if cyclamate is
found not to be carcinogenic,
the FDA has indicated its use
would still have to be severely

.restricted. Studies have

‘““make do’’ with their felt most of the Pub Board dangerandintendstodemand suggested that the sugar
surrogate commons in the would agree to bring the thata warning be included on sub§tltgte causes testicles to
RMC. selection process into oral contraceptive packages.  shrink in male rats.
DOONESBURY by Garry Trudeau
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